
 ⚫ In order to expand the U.S. energy industry to achieve “energy dominance,” regulatory changes were signed 
allowing Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) to move by rail. Putting LNG into rail cars and moving it through highly populated 
communities presents a significant risk to the safety of the public and the environment, with the possibility of 
catastrophic consequences. The rail shipment of spent nuclear fuel, anhydrous ammonia, and chlorine gas also pose 
serious concerns for public safety. 

 ⚫ Even without derailing, spilling, or exploding, doctors have warned that proximity to oil trains gives rise to profound 
health risks with increasing rates in cancer, asthma, and cardiovascular disease through exposure to particulate 
matter released as emissions from trains. 

 

RESOLVED, that Railroad Workers United (RWU) calls on appropriate governmental agencies for full transparency in the 
dissemination of information identifying safety threats related to the transport of hazardous substances, including petroleum 
oil and HHFTs, to parents of students attending, and faculty employed by, schools at risk of negative impact; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED, that RWU calls on appropriate government agencies for full transparency in the dissemination of information 
identifying safety threats related to the transport of hazardous substances, including petroleum oil and HHFTs, to residents, 
businesses, and others at risk of negative impact; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED, that RWU calls on appropriate government agencies to provide funding needed for State Emergency Response 
Commissions (SERCs) and Local Emergency Planning Committees (LEPCs) to develop and implement comprehensive response 
plans specific to incidents involving the transport of hazardous substances, including petroleum oil and HHFTs; and be it 
further 
 

RESOLVED, that RWU calls on legislators to sponsor and support legislation that includes school personnel in comprehensive 
emergency response plans, so they are able to effectively manage incidents involving hazardous substances, including 
petroleum oil and HHFTs, at schools where children are present who could be negatively impacted; and be it finally 
 

RESOLVED, that RWU supports legislative efforts such as IL HB 1542 that include school personnel in comprehensive 
response plans specific to the transport of hazardous substances, so they are able to effectively manage incidents at schools 
where children are present who could be negatively impacted. 

 
Adopted by the RWU Steering Committee 11/2/2022 

 

 

https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/fulltext.asp?DocName=10200HB1542ham001&GA=102&SessionId=110&DocTypeId=HB&LegID=&DocNum=1542&GAID=16&SpecSess=&Session=

